




















C16 and Plus/4
GREMLIN
GRAPHICS
Price: £6.95/cass

pames like Xcellor & and
Traithfazer, C16 and Plus/4 fans
have a lat 1o look forward to. Xcellor
B festpres the kind of metallic, bas
refief graphics only previousty found
on the G4,

| { Gremlin continue to release

Acellar 818, in fact, a quite simple
maze. The runners nip around the
maze at lightning speed for seemingly
no ather reason than to give you
something to shoot at, though they
are no doubt engaging in Tow-life’
activities of a highly illegal nature
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Graphics like these
on the C167 Never.

The story line, it's true is nothing
pxcaptional; “A city of the future,
Xcellor B plays host to the low-life
ol tha universe. Known as ronmers,
these criminals keep you employed as
you are a mercenary bounty hunter
of the future; your job — to shoot
and capture these desperate willams.”

There is a little more to the game
than just ripping around the maze
rapping low-ifers. There ore & few
inhabitants of the labyrinth who are
innocent law abiding citizens, If you

blast one of them it's untortunate,
but not as unfortunate as il you
blast three because then the game
enils,

This unhappy situation can,
however, be avoided by a hasty visit
1o the hospital, which will patch up
the innocent, no questions asked for
a mene 78 credits

But where do you get the cash?
From the bank of course. The bank
pays & good price for terminated
criminals. The only problem is the
rate drops from the moment you
walk through the door 50 you have
to muscle your way through the
crowds |queues ol dots) if you want
o get a good price

If you're careful and manage to
make a kiling withoul wasting too
many innocent passers-by, you waill
soon accumulate a hefty wad i your
back pocket. Thia can be blown on
extra equipment and fancy gadgets
to make the task of cleanmng up the
stroets that much easer

| suggest as soon as you've gol
the cash you head for the shop and
luel up. Runming out ol gas has the
same effect as shooting mum, dad
and the kids out on & weekend
gshopping spree, Le, game Over

Kcellor 8 is a pretty simple game
really, it doesn't have a megamaze
[you can map it in ten minites) and
the gameplay is straightforward. But
it does have amazing graphics
averyoni thought it was a 64 game,
pnd was great fun for @ couple of
hours. Arcade addicts might find the
attracton @ bit ghort hived

Ken McMahon
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COMMODORE
C16 and Plus/4
IMAGINE

Price:
£7.95/cass

Your third
opponent is Star, a
beautiful girl warrior
who is a master of the
‘shuriken’ viscious spiky
stars that she hurls at

ou. You'll need to look
ively to hop over these
ond nip in and deliver o
punch.

Y YIE AR KUNG FU

Just in case you've been in @ coma
for the past year, or on holiday in
Outer Mongolia, or you picked up
this magazine thinking it was
Woman's Own, a few words about
martial arts computer games.

Every so often, the software
industry hits on a theme which
captures the imagination — and the
cash — of the games buying public.
Last year it was sport and we had
Summer Games | and I, Winter
Games, Winter Events, Winter
Dlympics, Daley Thompson's T-Shirt
and 3 couple of million others.

This year it's pyjama parties, and
¥ie Ar Kung Fu, originally released on
the 64, is the lastest in a long line
of such games, If the tone of all this
sounds mildly disapproving that's
because, oddly enough, the first
releases aie usually the best and the
mountain of clones that follow are
just turgid reworked rubbish.

What is all this leading to? Well,
what I'm trying to say is that there's
nothing incredibly new or original or
brilliant about C16 Yie Ar Kung Fu.
It's a very basic, bog standard game
with no frills attached. There & one
overriding reason why that will
probably not diminish its success and
that is hecause thera's only ona
similar game for the C18 (unless you
count Frank Bruno's Boxingl, and this
is better

You control Dolong, initially a bit of
& novice in the art ol killing people
with hes bare hands. Assorted loonies
try to kill you with clubs, chains,
poles, swords and shurikens — those
little stars you can make from milk
bottle tops. You can fight back in a
variety of ways depending on which
way you move the joystick.

It vou were a trug master | guess
you would put together clever
combinations of kicks and punches to
defeat your opponent, but | found
the best method was to go
absolutely crazy with the joystick. it
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doesn’t look pretty, but it's effective,

Eventually, if you're lucky, you will
defeat your bemused adversary and
the next one will be dragged on.
One thing | didn't like about the
graphics was that sometimes you
managed to kil an opponent without
actually making contact. | guess s

. Nuncha has great
reach and is a

master of the nunchaku —

a viclous chain-like
weapon,

Pole — as the name
Iu-t'lll'l — tries to
poke you with a staff.

something to do with the block of
graphics that contains the nasty —
either way it seemed strange —
though fun — decking these guys by
just swinging @ punch in thewr general
direction.

Altogethar there are eight
combatants, not including yoursalf,
The first four bouts are contested
against an uninspiring mountain
scenery backdrop, then the second
four are loadad with accompanying
pagoda background — & slight
improvement. There was a
particulacly annoying bug in my
version. Despite finishing the first

section with all five lives intact,
when the second half loaded | only
hed one bte remaining. This | promily
lost, necessitating a compiete reioad
from the beginning of the tape.

The best description that can be
applied ta Ve Ar Kung Fu is that it
is adequate. There's nothing
particularly inspiring about it. The
important fact for unrelenting Martial
artists is that it's better than Ainja
Master by miles. So, to sll those of
you who ignored my massive
slagging and pushed it to number five
in the charts, ya boo and sucks.

Ken McMahan




